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Amendments tto the Claiims: 

This lisung of claims will replace all prior versions, and Usxings, of claims in ihe 
applicaiion; 

Claims 1-10. (Cancelled), 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) A communicaiions driver comprising: 
a nenvork driver inierface; and 

a minipon driver coupled lo ihe network driver inierface, the minipori driver 
comprising: 

5 a sysiem inierfece abstraction layer (SIAL) comprismg: 

an operating system (OS) interface to process a plurality of messages for a plurahty of 
incernal driver entities; and 

a message controller coupled to the OS interface to transfer ihe plurality of messages. 

12 (ORIGINAL) The communications driver of claim II, the SlAL turther 
comprising: 

a platform interfiace coupled to the message controller for providing platform specific 
informaiion and cominands to the message controller. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The communicaiions driver of claim 11, wherein the message 
controller communicates with the OS interface through functions. 

14, (ORIGINAL) The conununications driver of claim 11, the message controller 
tunher comprising: 

a plurality of message chaimels. each message channel for communicating a subset of 
the plurahiy of messages to and from a conesponding subset of the plurality of internal devices 
5 to a specific external device. 
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15. (ORIGINAL) The comraunications sysiem driver of claim 14, wherein the 
message controller comprises a plurality of installable components corresponding lo the 
plurality of message channels, 

16. (ORIGINAL) The communicaiions system driver of claim 15. wherein the 
plurality of installable components comprise function pointers corresponding to functions in the 
OS interface. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The communications driver of claim U. the OS interface 
comprising: 

an external imcrfacc for commimicaimg with the plurality of external entities, 

18. (ORIGINAL) The communications system driver of claim 11, the network 
driver interface further comprising: 

a dynamic messaging library coupled to the SlAL. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The cortmiunications sysiem driver of claim 11, wherein each 
message of the plurality of messages comprises a message header ponion containing routing 
information for the message controller and a message information ponion containing data 
related to an action for a target entity to perform. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The communications system driver of claim 19, wherem a 
message header comprises an event variable to indicate a tmique event for a corresponding 
message channel and a message channel identifier variable to indicate the corresponding 
message channel. 

21. (ORIGINAL) A communications card, the communications card comprising- 
a communications system driver comprising: 

a network driver interface; 

a mmiport driver coupled to the network driver interface; and 
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5 a sysiem iuierface absxraciion layer (SlAL) coupled \o ihe neiwork driver imertace and 

che minipon driver, the SIAL comprising: 

an operaiing system (OS) inierface tor processing a plurality messages lo and from a 
plxjrality of entities internal to the OS; and 

a message comroUcr coupled to the OS interface for translating the messages and 
10 routing the message to and form an entity external to the OS. 

22, (OEIGINAL) The conununicaiions card of claim 21, the SlAL further 
comprising 

a platform inierface coupled to the message controller for providing platform specific 
information and commands to me message controller. 

23 (ORIGINAL) The communications card of claim 21, wherein the message 
conn-oUer communicates wim the OS interface through functions. 

24. (OEIGINAL) The communications card of claim 21, the message controller 
further comprising: 

a plurality of message chaimels, each message channel for communicating a subset of 
the plurality of messages to and from a corresponding subset of the plurality of internal devices 
5 to a specific extertial device, 

25. (OBIGINAL) The communications card of claim 24, wherein a message 
header comprises an event variable to indicate a unique event for a corresponding message 
channel and a message channel identifier variable to indicate the corresponding message 
channel. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The communications card of claim 24, wherein the message 
controller comprises a plurality of installable components corresponding to the plurality of 
message channels, 
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27. (ORIGINAL) The communications card of claim 26, wherein the pluraliiy of 
installable components comprise function pointers corresponding to functions in the OS 
interface. 

28. (OMGJNAL) The communications card of claim 21. the OS interface 
comprising: 

a exieriml mierface for cotnmunicating with the plurality of external entities. 

29. (OMIGINAI-) The communications card of claim 21, the communications card 
further comprising: 

a dynamic messaging library coupled to the SIAL. 

30. (CURSJENTTiy AMENDEP) A communications driver, comprising: 
a network driver interface; and 

a dnver system interface comprising: 

an exiemal interface to communicate with tit-jp^kaffsja^^ or more non-NMS 
5 cQropatible external driver entities; and 

an internal interface to communicate with iah-jpl4H=«4i«y--^ one or m ore NDIS- 
comparibie internal driver entities. 

3 \ , (CUREENTLY AMENDEB) The communications driver of claim 30. wherein 
the external interface handles the semantics of the pteHPfidi^^ extertial driver entities. 

32. (OBIGINAL) The communication driver of claim 30, wherein the exiernal 
interface is a portion of an operating system (OS) interface. 

33, (CUEJRENTLY aMENBED) The conununication driver of claim 30. wherein 
the internal interface comprises a message controller to control fi^iphMPftS^^^ one qr more 
message channels to pass a plurality of messages between the plwNriity^ exiemal driver 
emiues and the jpWiOfla^ NBlS-compatible internal driver entities. 
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34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A meihod of abstracting a driver system 
mierface^ the metliod comprising the steps of: 

creating a platform specific and oporatin g- system s pecific message channel between 
an iniernal ftlDIS niimport compatible Oriver entity and an external nAn-minip on compatible 
5 driver entity; and 

routing a software message between the intertial driver entity and rbe external driver 
entity Through the platform specific and oporotine s pecific message channel. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMEWED) The method of claim 34, further comprising the 
steps of: 

creating a plurality of platform specific and operating specific message channels 
between a plurality of internal NDIS miniport compatible driver entities and a plurality of 
5 external aoa-miniport driver entities; and 

routing a pltnrality of software messages between the plurality of internal NDIS 
Pl^iniport compatible driver entities and the plurality of external noD-mipiport compatible 
driver entities. 

36. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 
creating a platform specific and operatmg specific message channel between a first 

internal driver entity and a secotid internal driver entity; and 

routing a software oxessage between the first driver entity and the second driver entity 
5 through the platform specific and operating system specific message channel. 

37 (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34. wherein the routing step is performed 
by an installable component corresponding to the message chatmel, 

38, (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, wherem the software message 
comprises a header portion containing routing information and an information poraon 
containing data specific to an action to be performed by a target driver entity. 
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39. (CANCELLED) 

40 (NEW) A driver system interface operaimg on a communicaiions card, chc 
driver system inierface comprising; 

an NDlS-compaiible miniport interface lo process messages for one or more internal 
dnver entities; 

5 a non-NDIS-compaxible minipon interface to process messages for one or more external 

driver eniiries; and 

a message controller transferring messages between the imertiaJ dnver enilries and the 
external driver entities. 

41. (NEW) The driver system inierface of claim 40, further comprising a platform 
interface coupled to the message controller to provide platform specific information to the 
message controller. 

42. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 40, wherein the message 
controller communicates with an OS inierface through functions. 

43. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 40, further comprising a plurality 
of message channels to communicate between the plurality of internal driver entities and die 
plurality of external driver entities, 

44. (NEW) The driver system inierface of claim 43. the message controUer 
comprising a plurality of installable components corresponding to the plurality of message 
channels 

45. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 44, wherein the plurality of 
insUiUable components comprise function pointers corresponding to functions in an OS 
inierface. 
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46. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 40, wherein the message 
coniroUer routes messages to si plurality of internal entities. 

47. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 40, wherein the message 
comprises a message header ponion containing routing information for the message controller 
and a message information ponion containing data related to an action for a target entity to 
perform. 

48. (NEW) The driver system interface of claim 48, wherein the message header 
portion comprises an event variable to indicate a unique event for a corresponding message 
cnanncl and u message channel idonrifier variable to indicate a corresponding message channel. 
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